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F r o m  t h e  E d i t o r ’ s  D e s k
Let us Talk...

We are two issues old already and are glad of the response we’ve got so far! We hope to keep

receiving same kind of love from the members of SVKM Parivar as we continue to tell you – 

- What was SVKM

- What is SVKM 

- What will SVKM be

Just like the last issue was largely focused on schools, this one will bring the hostels into spot-

light. Therefore, a theme titled ‘Hostels of SVKM’ has been introduced which will familiarize you

with the inside details of the hostels. 

Another full theme has been dedicated to YUVA #tag. Though the previous sections are still the

same, a new section called ‘Star Principals of the Past’ has also been added. This section will

consist of principals who have played an instrumental role in shaping the many institutes of

SVKM to where they stand today. 

While we are aware of the continuous lack of a Gujarati and Hindi section, we believe that we

will be able to duly bring the best before you at the soonest possible! If luck would have it, in

the very next issue! 

The editorial team has worked hard on the newsletter and hopes that this one will be as well

received as the others. Once again, we shall be duly considerate of the response given by you

and will look forward to implementing the same. 

Lastly and most importantly, thank you very much for your showers of appreciation without

which the success of the newsletter at the initial stage wouldn’t have been possible. We happily

look forward to many more such collaborations.
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H o s t e l s  o f  S V K M

SVKM firmly believes in providing a home like
experience to its students opting for hostel
boarding and lodging. In accordance with the
belief, SVKM has leased a few buildings in
Mumbai, in addition to the Bengaluru and Hy-
derabad campuses. The buildings consist of
comfortable flats equipped with all the basic
amenities. SVKM owns the following buildings
and Hostels –
• Shri Gangaprasad Ranchodbhai Jani Boys
Hostel, Mumbai

• Matushri Kundangauri Manharlal Sanghvi
Girl’s Hostels, Mumbai 
• 6 buildings on lease in Mumbai (3 for boys
and 3 for girls) 
• Separate Boy’s and Girl’s Hostel at Shirpur
Campus 
• 3 buildings on lease in Hyderabad (2 for girls
and 1 for boys) 
• 3 buildings on lease in Bengaluru (2 for gir-
sand 1 for boys)

2

More than just a place to sleep, it’s a home… 

Here’s a lowdown on all the hostel campuses! 

The Well-Guarded Entrance at Shri G.R Jani Boy’s Hostel and the Statue of the very Revered Shri G.R Jani

after whom the Hostel is Named. 
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Mumbai

Canteen at Shri G.R Jani Boy’s Hostel

Shri G.R Jani Boys’ Hostel

Mumbai is very special because the establish-
ment of hostels began right here from the very
first G R Jani Boy’s Hostel in 1968. G.R Jani Boys
Hostel was built in the memory of Shri Gan-
gaprasad Ranchhodbhai Jani who was born in
the Lunawada State of Gujarat on 10th Decem-
ber, 1910. He breathed his last in Mumbai on
21st July, 1963. The unveiling ceremony of the
hostel back in the day was performed by Shri
Himmat Sinhji (Mansa). G.R Jani Boys Hostel has
a total of 148 seats out of which 118 are re-
served for students of NMIMS University. The
hostel consists of 37 rooms in total. The hostel
is well equipped with a fitness gym, a common
canteen, a lobby and spacious rooms. It is very
close to Vile Parle and Andheri Station, and well

connected to the airport and the Bus Stop. The
rooms are well furnished with beds, study table
and wardrobes. The students are also provided
with mattresses, pillows and blankets. Other
than that, the students are provided with all the
basic amenities such as Washing Machine,
Water Purifier, Mosquito Killer, Geyser, Induc-
tion Cooker, newspaper, T.V and refrigerator.
There are both AC as well as Non AC options for
everyone, however, there are limited seats for
the AC option. The occupants are also provided
with House Keeping Services and 24*7 Security
guards. It is a safe place for the boys where they
can live and express themselves freely and char-
ter to success. After all, hostel life should be
something worth remembering! 

Lobby Area at Shri G.R Jani Boy’s Hostel

3
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M.K.M Sanghvi Girl’s Hostel 

MKM Sanghvi Girl’s Hostel was founded in 2003.
The purpose of this hostel was to meet the
growing demand of progressing women. By this
time, women were no longer demanding for
their rights or claiming to be equals. They were
showing it by opting for higher education and
better jobs. There was nothing to claim any
more, they were equals. However, women who
came away from home needed a roof over their
heads and there was a dire lack of safe places
for women to stay at, in Mumbai. In fact, there
still is. Thus, MKM Sanghvi Girl’s Hostel is in-
deed a welcome relief to women even today. 
The hostel has 67 rooms and can accommodate
about 170 women in total. The interiors of the
hostel are intricate and homely. The rooms are
spacious with huge windows. The passage is
broad and the lobby is a beautiful place to sit
down and enjoy a peaceful cup of coffee. If
you’re feeling down on a rainy day, there’s
enough place to sit by the beautiful window and
take a moment to yourself. While the hostel is

a co-living space, it gives you plentiful solace. 
It is well-equipped with a fitness gym, a kitchen
with a microwave and refrigerator on each floor,
a canteen, wardrobes, study tables, storage
beds, spacious rooms and laundry and other
recreation facilities. It has house-keeping to
take care of the cleaning, 24*7 security staff,
biometric entry system for doubly assured
safety and a director who is on call all the time.
The hostel is located at JVPD which is a very de-
cent and elite vicinity in Mumbai. It is very close
to the popular Juhu Beach and only a few min-
utes away from the market and the shopping
malls. It is extremely easy to reach both Andheri
and Vile Parle Stations from here. It is also well
connected to the Bus Stop and the Airport. It is
indeed an ideal location to stay at! The hostel is
dedicated to and named after Smt Kundangauri
Manharlal Sanghvi, who was a very active social
worker. She, in partnership with her husband,
late Shri Manubhai Sanghvi opened a charitable
trust that worked for education, healthcare and
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Hostels teach you
more than books
and degrees do!

The university is
your door to the

world, 
why shouldn’t it
feel like home?

relief from natural calamities of the poor and
the needy. This, she did in memory of her son
Mahendra, who died at the age of 4 in the year,
1944. She passed away on 20th April, 1998. Ma-
tushri Kundangauri Manharlal Sanghvi Girl’s
Hostel today stands testimony to her memory.
The hostel wouldn’t have been as successful

without the donation made by her family. SVKM
celebrates the existence of MKM Sanghvi Girl’s
Hostel and is thankful that the philanthropic
Sanghvi family did come forward with the laud-
able donor initiative when needed. We hope
that the Girl’s Hostel grows by leaps and bounds
in the future! 

The time you spend
in the hostel is
something you

should be able to
cherish for the rest

of your life

M.K.M Sanghvi Hostel Campus 
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Kitchen Area Complete with Microwave and Refriger-

ator 

A Quite Corner to Sit at in the Corridor 

Lobby at M.K.M Sanghvi Girl’s Hostel 

In Case You Want to Sit by the Window and Enjoy

the Monsoon…  

6

Apart from G R Jani Boy’s Hostel and MKM
Sanghvi Girl’s Hostel, SVKM has 6 buildings on
lease in Mumbai namely, Bansi Villa Girls Resi-
dential flats, Kalika Girls Residential Flats, Sur
Sagar Girls Residential Flats, Vishwananak

Boys Residentials flats and Sai Suraj Boys Resi-
dential flats. The residential flats in total have
a capacity of 300 students. 223 seats are re-
served for girls and 79 seats are reserved for
boys in the flats. 

Facilities at M.K.M Sanghvi Girl’s Hostel 
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Shirpur

NMIMS Shirpur Girl’s Hostel NMIMS Shirpur Boy’s Hostel 

Separate hostel facilities are available for Boys
and Girls. The NMIMS, Shirpur campus hostel
has been constructed to provide a safe and con-
genial atmosphere to the students. Rooms are

airy and luxuriously furnished. Water coolers
with purified drinking water, TV and senior fac-
ulty member as Rector-Friend-Guide-Philoso-
pher are the exclusive features of this hostel.

Facilities at NMIMS Shirpur Hostel Campus 

From Top Left to Right Bottom: Dining Hall, Reading Room, Gym Facility, Library

7

Medical Facilities
Campus has tie-up with Indira Gandhi Memorial
Hospital, Shirpur. Doctors and specialists of this
hospital visit the campus everyday between
7.00 pm to 9.00 pm. In emergency the students

are transported to Indira Gandhi Memorial Hos-
pital under the supervision of an attendant. 
Fitness and Gym
The state-of-the-art gym and swimming facili-
ties at R.C Patel Gymkhana is helping students
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Sports Facilities at Shirpur Hostel Campus 

Basketball Court 

Cricket Ground

Tennis Court 

Swimming Pool

8

for their fitness. Also bank facility at campus ex-
tends other services of nationalized banks.
Transport
Transport facility to Shirpur for boys and girls
and strict monitoring by campus administration
is prohibiting students from going to wrong

places. To ensure safety and security and avoid
unnecessary movement of student to Shirpur
town, most of the services were made available
at campus stores. SVKM proudly cherishes the
hostel facilities at Shirpur and does its best to
maintain them.
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Bengaluru

Fly Homes Hostel Buildings on Lease for NMIMS Bengaluru Students 

9

Bengaluru also has 3 buildings on lease of which
one is occupied by boys and the remaining 2 are
wholly for girls. While the buildings are a couple
of kilometres away from campus, they are well
facilitated with all the basic amenities and is
properly staffed. Moreover, a Bus facility has
been dedicated entirely to NMIMS, Bengaluru
hostel students. The hostels are neatly divided
wherein a building is entirely set aside for PG
and UG Boys whereas from amongst the other
2 buildings, one is meant for PG girls while the
other is meant for UG girls. Moreover, the flats
that are 2 bedrooms have 4 occupants with 2
people in each bedroom on a sharing basis
while the flats that have 3 bedrooms have 6 oc-
cupants under a similar arrangement. The over-

all capacity of each hostel is of about 180 seats.
Spacious rooms give you a feeling of luxury and
comfort as soon as you walk in. State of the Art
architectural design, and luxuriant materials
combine to form a wonderful ambience for the
students of NMIMS Bangalore. The hostel is lo-
cated at a distance of 4 kms from the campus.
Accommodation at NMIMS Bangalore consists
of different blocks for men and women. All
blocks are Wi-Fi activated. Rooms are full fur-
nished flats with facility of cupboard , single
bed, study table, study chairs, Mattress (Single
Bed), Table Glass, Dustbin, Cupboard, Towel, Pil-
low Cover, Pillow, Bed Sheet, Shoe Rack, Refrig-
erator, Inverter/DG, Washing Machine, Mirror,
Curtains, Geyser, Newspaper, Kitchen Area in
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Another Fly Homes Hostel Building on Lease for NMIMS Bengaluru Students 
each flat. First Aid Box, Key Box, Blue Star ,Aqua
Guard, Fire Bucket, Fire Extinguisher, Security
Guard in premises. Each floor is also equipped
with water purifiers. Dedicated mess facilities
with vegetarian food are available to the stu-
dents. There is freedom of movement and stu-
dents constantly interact with one another. This
gives the new students full scope to know their
seniors, learn from them, leverage their knowl-
edge and build lasting relations with them. It is
also a common sight to find study groups and
project groups working away into the night. It is
the hostel that provides the scene of action for
get-togethers, parties and informal discussions.
These interactions play an especially important
role in a student’s life during placements and
examinations. Each hostel has a life and culture
of its own. Hostel life at NMIMS Bangalore gives
one a chance to relax, unwind and discover one-

self constantly through interaction with peers
and participation in the cultural, sports and
community activities. The boys’ hostel is en-
tirely male staffed whilst the girls’ hostel is en-
tirely female staffed. The house-keeping and the
amenities in this campus are provided by Fly
Homes, the contracted party. However, SVKM
takes full responsibility of the students and
hence, everything is properly supervised and
well taken care of at the Bengaluru Hostels.
Housekeeping staff is available throughout the
week to take care of cleaning of rooms, corri-
dors and rest rooms on a daily basis. Monthly
Pest Control. The Institute provides guest room,
pest control, dining and canteen facilities. Plans
for increasing the capacity of the hostel build-
ings are in place. Wait till the next issue to know
more! 
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Hyderabad
Like all other campuses, the Hyderabad campus
has three buildings on lease. Two of the three
buildings are reserved for girls whilst one is for
the boys. These buildings are barely 500 metres
from the campus. They are fully equipped with
all kinds of appliances such as washing machine,
microwave, refrigerator etc. As of now, this is a
non AC Hostel campus. The women’s hostel is
100% ladies staffed and the men’s hostel is

100% gents staffed for the safety of the stu-
dents. By 100% one means everyone including
the steward/stewardess, warden, security
guard…absolutely everyone. The hostel cam-
puses are furnished with recreation area and
canteen in case the students want to relax.
Plans to expand the hostel campus are in full
swing. Do watch this space for more! 

Hostel Buildings on Lease for Students of NMIMS, Hyderabad; Left: Sree Mahalaxmi Jewel for Women;

Right: Sri Mahalaxmi Pearl for Men

11
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Y u v a  H a s h t a g  ‘ 1 7

The Dignitaries of SVKM Come Together for the YUVA #TAG Event 

The Event that Unites SVKM Every Year!

Unity lies in numbers and more, 
It is SVKM’s strength and core, 

YUVA Hashtag brings it to the fore, 
It gathers all of our folklore, 

Making a sea of faces that matter, 
Amidst a lot of noise and chatter,

For, this is who we are,
We are SVKM together! 
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YUVA and Hashtag were two separate events
until last year. YUVA is a through and through
sports affair while Hashtag is more bent to-
wards the cultural end of things. YUVA was the
brainchild of our much respected late president
Sri Mukesh Patel. It was later executed by his
successor Sri Amrish Patel. Hashtag on the
other hand was hosted exclusively by Mithibai
and HMMRA.  Both the events were meant to
bring together each and every member of the
SVKM family. This includes staff, faculty, admin-
istration, management, students, clerks, peons,

security guards, trustees, committee members
and anyone else who is a part of SVKM. Hence,
in 2017 the two events were combined into a
unique concept of YUVA #TAG. While #TAG as
an event is only a year old, YUVA has been an
ongoing affair since 2005. The implementation
of YUVA and now YUVA #TAG has always fallen
into the hands of Dr Jayant Gandhi. It was for
the first time this year that members of SVKM
campuses outside of Mumbai participated in
the event. In fact, colleges other than those
that are a part of SVKM also participated in the

6000 Participants Gather for Yoga Day

Students of CNMS Running the Aids Awareness & Food Marathon. A total of 1500 people participated in

the marathon. 

13
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cultural fest. Podar College came to be the 2nd
runner up too, right after UPGCM! While the or-
ganising team consisting of the staff and stu-
dents of SVKM was led by Dr J P Gandhi, the
sponsorship was looked after by Dena Bank.
YUVA #Tag ’17 saw a total of 10,000 partici-
pants. Many important events such as Yoga Day,
AIDS Awareness Marathon, and DJ Night were
organised. A total of 1500 people ran the

marathon. Sports such as basketball, athletics,
cricket, volleyball, carom, chess, football etc.
were played to brew a sense of togetherness
amongst the members of different institutes of
SVKM. Mithbai College emerged the overall win-
ner in the sports category. 6000 people partici-
pated in Yoga Day whilst a thousand
participants showed up for cultural events. The
DJ Night on the other hand saw around 2500

A Crowd of 2500 Gathered for the DJ Night 
participants. DJ Wolfpack was invited to bring
the night alive. DJ Wolfpack ranks 63 on DJ Mag
which is the go-to magazine for ranking DJs
across the world. In the cultural category, con-
tests pertinent to photography, literature, art,
music, theatre, gaming, fashion etc. were held.
All the institutes participated in these events
with a lot of enthusiasm. Eventually, UPGCM
won the overall trophy whilst Podar College
bagged the runner up prize! While there were
a large number of winners, they were largely

from CNMS, JV Parekh, IIS, PGCL, SPTM and
BNCP. The event itself was held across 15 ven-
ues including the SVKM campuses, JVPD, Ja-
manabai Grounds, Andheri Sports Complex,
Millennium Club etc. SVKM collectively looks
forward to spreading YUVA Hashtag on interna-
tional grounds. The plan is to involve the many
international universities with whom there are
tie-ups in a cultural exchange of students. We
hope to have many more successful YUVA Hash-
tag events in the years to come.

14
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C o v e r  S t o r y

Dr A.S. Pillai Delivering a Lecture on the BrahMos Aerospace and the Defence System of India at Bhaidas

Hall

Dr A.S. Pillai Delivering a Lecture on the BrahMos
Aerospace at Bhaidas Hall

The students of SVKM got an opportunity to at-
tend an interactive session with Dr. A.S. Pillai,
on 10th January, 2017, at Bhaidas Hall. The ses-
sion was organised by NMIMS University for
students of all the SVKM’s academic institu-
tions. Sri Chintan Patel, son of President Amrish
Patel, played a key role in organising the event
and bringing Dr A.S. Pillai on board. Dr. Pillai ini-
tiated his talk by giving a brief introduction of
Indian history in context with arms and ammu-
nitions. He said that India is the originator of
majority of the defence weapons available
worldwide, but there had been no documentary
evidence in our archival system to reiterate this
fact. His topic of discussion majorly revolved
around the importance of vision, wisdom and

execution. He discussed about technological de-
velopments made by the great visionaries like
Dr. Homi Bhabha and Dr. Sarabhai. He also
spoke about his journey during the develop-
ment of BrahMos which was made in collabora-
tion with Russia. Many great inventions made
by the scientists were discussed which are now
being used by the Defence Army. He talked
about Satellites which have now become the
major part of our daily routine activities like
morning news as well as navigation, water-land
ratio, climatic changes. He mentioned to the au-
dience about the vision of creating India a Nu-
clear Weapon Major, by developing missiles
which are powerful and target specific and fu-
ture prospects like developing colony on Mars

15
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and Moon for extruding alternate energy
sources for India. Towards the end he men-
tioned about the invention of biochips for

Parkinson’s disease. His talk concluded with the
importance of our vision and correct use of our
wisdom for the development of our country.

Pujya Rameshbhai Oza (Bhaishri) Graced the 
Naming Ceremony of NMIMS School of Law! 

Bhagwatacharya Pujya Rameshbhai Oza (Pujya Bhaishri) Delivering his Talk at the Naming Ceremony of

School of Law Held at B J Hall 

School of Law was recently renamed Kirit P
Mehta School of Law thanks to the hefty dona-
tion of Sri Kirit P Mehta who is also a member
of the management committee of SVKM. The
naming ceremony was held at B.J Hall and was
attended by all the dignitaries of SVKM and its
president Sri Amrish Patel. The ceremony was
held on 29th March 2017 at 5.30 pm, the event
was wound up with a Dinner Party. The purpose
of the donation was to facilitate School of Law
to provide more infrastructure and opportuni-
ties to its students. The Naming Ceremony was
graced by Bhagwatacharya Pujya Rameshbhai
Oza also fondly referred to as Pujya Bhaishri.
Param Pujya Bhaishri Rameshbhai Oza is a spir-
itual leader and founder of Sandipani Vidyanike-
tan. He is a source of knowledge and an
inspiration for millions. Inspired to be a part of
the various noble causes devotees across the
world offered their services and with Bhaishri’s
inspiration and guidance, various trusts came
into existence. An organised classification of

purpose was established for each mainly to sup-
port the educational, spiritual and humanitarian
activities in India. This organisation is called
Sandipani and has its branches spread across
the world. A very large number of people hold
Pujya Bhaishri in deep reverence. SVKM and
NMIMS School of Law are extremely thankful
that he visited the institute on the very auspi-
cious day of its naming ceremony! The Kirit P.
Mehta School of Law (SOL) of SVKM’s NMIMS
(Deemed-to-be-University) established in the
year 2013 approved by the Bar Council of India
aims to provide quality legal education in order
to meet the aforementioned challenges. School
of Law aims to refine students’ competency by
engaging them in curricular and extra-curricular
activities. Qualified faculties and support staff
assist learners to easily integrate into the
course and participate in events. The School of
Law engages in case study model and class-de-
bate methods as its chief teaching pedagogy.
We look forward to a brighter future! 

16
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NMIMS Successfully Celebrated 14th University Day!
Mr Pankaj Patel, Chairman of Cadila Healthcare was

our Distinguished Chief Guest

The Dignitaries on the Dias on University Day
NMIMS was granted the status of a ‘deemed to
be’ university in the year 2003 on the 13th of
January.  In order to celebrate this commemo-
ration, NMIMS celebrates University Day every
year on the 13th of January. This year was no dif-
ferent. The 14th University Day was celebrated
with great pomp and pleasure. Mr Pankaj Patel,

Chairman of FICCI was the Chief Guest at the
event. He along with the others lit the lamp to
give the cultural program of University Day a
great start. The lamp lighting and National An-
them were followed by distribution of awards
and stage performances. Everyone indeed had
a good time at the ceremony!

Mr Pankaj Patel takes over as FICCI Chairman

Mr Pankaj R Patel on University Day

Mr Pankaj Patel, a member of the Management Board of
NMIMS took over as the President of the FICCI for 2016-
17 at the recently concluded 89th annual general meet-
ing of the chamber. Pankaj Ramanbhai Patel (born 1951)
is an Indian businessman, the chairman and managing
director of Cadila Healthcare, the fifth largest pharma-
ceutical company in India He is the Chairperson of the
Board of Governors of the Indian Institute of Science Ed-
ucation and Research, IISER, Kolkata; a Member of the
Board of Governors and also the Chairman of the Fi-
nance Committee of the Indian Institute of Manage-
ment, Ahmedabad; Member Governing Board of The
Ahmedabad University, Chairman of School of Life Sci-
ences, Ahmedabad University; and Executive Chairman,
Vice President and Trustee of the Gujarat Cancer Society
and Chairman of the Gujarat Cancer and Research Insti-

tute. He is also the chairman of Zydus
Hospitals, a large chain of hospitals in
Gujarat. We at NMIMS are proud to
have an esteemed member like him
amongst us. 

17
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B r o u g h t  t o  y o u r  N o t i c e
Kirit P Mehta School of Law Hosts First Ever National
Moot Court Competition in the Country on Interna-

tional Taxation Law! 

The competition was judged by various digni-
taries including Supreme Court Judge, Senior
Advocates, and Managing Partners of top law
firms in India. NMIMS School of Law is amongst
the few colleges in India to organize a Moot on
International Taxation. The core objective of
the Moot Court Competition was promoting
proficiency in the field of International Taxation
Law. The moot problem for NMCC 2017 was an
array of contemporary international tax issues.
The compromis explores issues that penetrate
into basic tenets of taxation law such as Inter-
national Business Restructuring, Double Taxa-

tion Avoidance Agreement and General Anti
Avoidance Rules. The participants got a unique
opportunity to present their ideas before a
panel of Supreme Court Judge, Senior Advo-
cates, Managing Partners and Associates from
top law firms. Apart from NMCC, 2017 also col-
laborated with Star India, Thomson Reuters,
Bloomsbury, LiveLaw, Ola etc. which gave par-
ticipants a chance to showcase their talent be-
fore the reputed companies. This definitely
raised their prospects of interning in the top
law firms of the country.

The Token of Gratitude being Given to the Dignitaries during the Opening of National Moot Court 

Competition 

18

RF_Layout 1  30-05-2017  14:09  Page 20



The Mukesh Patel Cricket League is Off to a Good
Start!

The inaugural edition of the Mukesh Patel
Cricket League (MPCL) happened on the 14th of
February at the BKC MCA ground. This is sup-
posed to be an annual event from now on. In
the pilot episode of the event, the match was
held between SVKM Mumbai and SVKM Shirpur.
Participants will be selected and invited from
various cities such as Hyderabad, Indore, Ben-
galuru, Navi Mumbai etc. next year onwards.
This year too, selections were held in Mumbai
and Shirpur and from among hundreds of en-
thusiasts, a mere 20 were selected as a part of
the team. This match was won by Shirpur by a

trifle one run. The event happened with the
support of Joint President and Chairman of
Sports Advisory Committee and Mr Navin
Shetty, Vice Chairman of the Sports Advisory
Committee. Other dignitaries such as Mr Har-
shad Shah, Mr Vijay Patel, Mr Rajesh K. Shah,
Mr Chintan Patel, Mr Jayant Gandhi and Mr
Vivek Vaidya were available as spectators and
participants. President Amrish R Patel was the
esteemed Chief Guest at the event. All in all,
everyone had a good time and the spirit of unity
and sportsmanship prevailed.  

The Match in Progress

Classes of ‘Vedanta Studies’ for Staff of SVKM
SVKM offers spiritual classes by Dr Janki San-
toke which helps one maintain a balance be-
tween the mind and body and lead a peaceful
existence. The classes are a welcome break
for one and all from the hectic schedule. So
far the classes have covered Fall of Human In-
tellect, Governing Business and Relationships
and a large number of other things. An inter-
action based learning method is followed in
these classes to keep the members involved. 

Dr Janki Devi Conducting the Class

19
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SVKM's Harkisan Mehta Institute starts graduate de-
gree courses in Vocational Education from Tata Insti-

tute of Social Sciences
The Tata Institute of Social Sciences - School of Vocational
Education (TISS-SVE) has given its nod to SVKM's Harkisan
Mehta Institute of Media, Research and Analysis (HMMRA)
to start graduate degree programmes in Vocational Studies
as Learning Hub partner. The degrees are known as B.Voc or
Bachelor of Vocation. HMMRA is the only private institute
of SVKM. It is a leading private institute which conducts
media courses for the last 25 years. A graduate degree in vo-
cational studies is a new concept and was cleared by the
University Grants Commission as a degree course only a few
years ago. This degree integrates on-the-job training as a
mandatory part of the curriculum which is made available
to the students through the various SKPs (Skill Knowledge

Partners) or Industry Partners that partner with
TISS for the purpose. HMMRA will be admitting
students for the B.Voc programmes for the next
academic year. Admissions have commenced
from April 2017. B.Voc degrees are at par with

all graduation degrees in India and comes with
guaranteed internships from registered industry
partners. The degrees will be awarded in Graph-
ics and Multimedia, Journalism, Radio Produc-
tion etc..

Logo of Harkishan Mehta Institute of

Media Research and Analysis 

New Media Centre in Operation at SVKM 

The SVKM studio offers an array of audio-visual
facilities. The studio consists of equipment for
shooting, editing and sound recording in-keep-

The Fully Facilitated Media Centre at UPGCM

ing with modern day multimedia needs. This
equipment caters appropriately to the various
digital fields including film making, ad making,
documentary compilation and sound mixing. Up
to date Apple IMac computers are equipped with
professional software such as the Adobe creative
cloud, Pro tools and Final Cut Pro 10. The studio
also consists of a Croma screen, TelePrompTer
and a Sony HD camera, making it complete for
news room media and special effect shooting on
a basic level. Each of these facilities give our stu-
dents the right technical background and atmos-
phere required to create global level media,
especially for courses such as BA and MA in en-
tertainment and new media. Our students don't
have to step outside the institute for fulfilling
technical requirements as the SVKM studio is op-
timum in its features and facilities. 
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N e w  S c h o o l s  a n d  M o r e . . .
NMIMS launches School of Design

A Representative Picture of De-

sign

The Bachelor of Design program ensures holistic development of
a student: mind-set, knowledge and skill. The curriculum is fo-
cused around designing innovative, impactful solutions with emer-
gent technologies in sync with the evolved Design Practice. It
offers industry interface opportunities from the first year. It is the
only undergraduate design program that includes Technology and
Business Management as modules in the curriculum. Another
highlight of this program is its research based learning that begins
with critiquing in the first term to a Research Paper in the final
term. The admissions will be given based on 10+2 and NPAT scores.
The set admission criteria is arduous which will ensure that only
the best make it to the institute. Prof Manisha Phadke has been
appointed Director of School of Design whilst Mr Ketan Dhonde
has been appointed Academic Administrator and Co-ordinator. The
best of professors shall be appointed to train the students in the
intricacies of design. The program envisions Design as constantly
evolving, students are encouraged to walk the ‘Path of continuous
self - discovery and growth'.

NMIMS SAMSOE Launches M.Sc. Finance! 

Masters’ program in Finance is launched by SVKM’s NMIMS Anil Surendra Modi School of Com-
merce for the academic year 2017 - 18. M.Sc. Finance program is conducted in Mumbai campus.
Mumbai is called financial and commercial capital of India. M.Sc. Finance offers students a great
career opportunities in the field of finance. This program brings together finance experts from
industry and academia to create unparalleled learning environment. Highly motivated students
looking for a career in the field of capital market and risk management have wonderful opportu-
nity to make a career in the domain of their choice.

A Representative Picture of Finance
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Naming Ceremony - Jyoti Dalal School of Liberal Arts
and Praveen Dalal Centre for Entrepreneurship and

Business management

The Dignitaries at the Ceremony: Shri Amrishbhai Patel, President of SVKM and Chancellor of NMIMS, Dr

Rajan Saxena, Vice-chancellor NMIMS, Dr Sharad Mhaiskar Pro Vice Chancellor, Mr Sunandan Divatia Secre-

tary, Mr Shalin Divatia Joint Secretary, Mr Nayan Dalal and Mr Pravin Dalal of the Dalal Family Foundation,

Prof Uma Narain, Dean School of Liberal Arts, Prof Seema Mahajan, Director Pravin Dalal Centre for Entre-

preneurship & Family Business Management.

The Dalal Family Foundation since its inception
in 2002 has been supporting the causes of edu-
cation and empowerment, especially of women,
elderly and disabled populations. To further its
engagement, in 2016 it was looking to support
an educational effort with high credentials.
They were very interested in contributing to-
wards the schools of NMIMS and hence, it was
agreed upon that they would donate to School
of Liberal Arts and Centre for Family Business
Entrepreneurship. As per the agreement School
of Liberal Arts was renamed to Jyoti Dalal

School of Liberal Arts whilst Centre for Entre-
preneurship and Family Business Management
was renamed Pravin Dalal Centre For Entrepre-
neurship & Family Business Management after
Mrs Jyoti Dalal, late mother of Mr Nayan Dalal,
chairperson of the Dalal Family Foundation and
his father Mr Praveen Dalal, who is an active
businessman. Mrs Jyoti Dalal was a social
worker and throughout her life worked exten-
sively for the betterment of women and chil-
dren. SVKM and NMIMS appreciate and respect
the Dalal family for their efforts. 
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T h e y  D i d  u s  P r o u d

Dr Sharad Mhaiskar 

Dr. Sharad Mhaiskar, Dean of NMIMS Mukesh Patel
School of Technology Management and Engineer-
ing (MPSTME), has been awarded with Fulbright-
Nehru Grant and selected as a Principal Scholar for
the prestigious Fulbright-Nehru International Edu-
cation Administrators Seminar, to be organised by
United States-India Educational Foundation, USA
from 15th October to 29th October, 2016. The Ful-
bright award, named after Senator James Fulbright,
for his contribution in enhancing global under-
standing and international relations, was estab-
lished in 1946, is celebrating its 70th year of
existence. It is considered as a prestigious grant in

Dr. Mhaiskar gets coveted Fulbright-Nehru Grant

view of its objectives and the exposure that it
offers. The Indian initiative section of the grant
is designated as Fulbright-Nehru grant. The
seminar aims to expose the participants to the
US higher education system. This exposure
helps the senior administrators to collaborate
with US universities and also adopt best prac-
tices to enhance the higher education system in

India. Excited on his selection, Dr. Mhaiskar says
“I am personally elated and proud of the nomi-
nation so is the University. This will add to my
exposure to the US education and help in my
functioning as a Dean and in my future work”.
SVKM heartily congratulates Dr Mhaiskar on his
achievements.

Priya Shriniwas Desai of PGCL Wins Gold Medal

Priya Desai with her certificate and medal

Ms. Priya Shriniwas Desai, student of our college has
been awarded the ‘Raghunath Jahagirdar Gold Medal’
for the year 2016, for having secured the highest and
equal number of marks on the aggregate among the
successful candidates at the Five Years LL.B. ( Sem. –
10) degree examination held in May, 2016 by the Uni-
versity of Mumbai. We at SVKM and PGCL are ex-
tremely proud to have a student like her amongst us.
We congratulate her on her achievements and wish her
all the very best for her future! 
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Aditya Jahagirdar Wins ‘Budding Economist of South
Asia’ Title at the 13th Annual South Asian Econom-

ics Students Meet
Aditya Jahagirdar of T.Y. B.Sc. Economics (NMIMS SAMSOE), was chosen
for the 13th Annual South Asian Economics Students Meet, an under-
graduate Economics conference sponsored by the World Bank. He won
the ‘Budding Economist of South Asia’ title at Kathmandu. He competed
against the top minds from India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Afghanistan, Sri Lanka and Pakistan. SVKM, NMIMS and SAMSOE are
proud to have a student like him.Aditya Jahagirdar 

BSSA Students, Rashi and Shikha, National Level
Winners at the Pune Biennale Foundation – 2017

The Pune Biennale Foundation is a National
Level Competition for students of architecture
and young architects. The event is a confluence
and mosaic of multiple disciplines like architec-
ture, urban design, urban planning, and visual
arts and crafts and so on. As the name suggests,
the event happens every two years. Pune Bien-
nale 2017 draws attention to the ideas related
to “self and identity” and “habit co-habit”. The
main venue for the biennale is the famous J.M.
Road where a wide range of activities like, in-
stallations, street art, competitions, documen-

tations, demonstrations, talk shows, etc. will be
hosted over a period of three weeks (5-29 Jan-
uary). One of these is a competition for stu-
dents and young professionals. The winners of
the competition will have the opportunity to ex-
hibit their designs at the biennale. BSSA’s proj-
ect was titled ‘Accomodating the
melange-Re-imagining the Streets as Public
Spaces, My City-My Art conducted at the Nehru
cultural Center.’ Rashi Lalaji and Shikha Shah
won the second prize whilst Abhijeet Karwa and
Kavin Roa were awarded meritorious certificate. 

Pune Biennale Winners - Rashi Lalaji and Shikha Shah (L to R)
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ASM International Presents Prof. (Mrs.) Vaibhavi A.
Sonetha with ‘The Women in Engineering Award’ 

ASM International is the preeminent association
for engaging and connecting materials profes-
sionals and their organizations to the resources
necessary to solve problems, improve out-
comes, and advance society. Prof. (Mrs.) Vaib-
havi A. Sonetha received prestigious “The
Women in Engineering” award from Mr. Jon D.
Tirpak, President of American society of mate-
rials (ASM international) at International exhi-

bition and conference on “Materials, Engineer-
ing, Technology and Heat Treat Show” on Octo-
ber 14th, 2016 in the presence of chief guest
Mr. G. Siven, Director ISRO for her valuable con-
tribution in field of Biomedical Engineering and
her ongoing Ph.D. research work on “Simulation
and Evaluation of Occlusion devices for treating
Congenital heart defects”. SVKM heartily con-
gratulates her!

Prof. (Mrs.) Vaibhavi A. Sonetha receiving the award from Mr Jon D. Tirpak, President of ASM International

Mithibai’s Kruti Shah, Asna Shaikh and Zeeba Ali
Ghaznavi Top University Exams, Win Gold Medals! 

Kruti Shah of TYBA Psychology, Asna
Shaikh of M.A in English, and Zeeba Ali
Ghaznavi of M.Sc Botany, Part II scored
91.66, 76.75 and 89.33 % respectively.
They were awarded Gold Medals by
Mumbai University. They were felici-
tated by Mr Mukesh Ambani and the
Honorable Vice Chancellor of Mumbai
University, Dr Sanjay V Deshmukh. From L to R – Kruti Shah, Zeeba Ali and Asna Shaikh
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N e w  P r o u d  P h . D  H o l d e r s  

Name - Dr Divya Suares
Institute - SPTM
Ph.D Title - 
Development and  Evaluation of Lipid based Formulation of Rosuvastatin

The following staff members of SVKM have completed their
Ph.D. in the last 6 months. 

Hearty Congratulations to all of them! 

Name - Dr Sarika Wairkar
Institute - SPTM
Ph.D Title - 
Novel Drug Delivery Systems for Anti-Diabetic Agent

Name - Dr Sujata Rai
Institute - CNMS
Ph.D Title - 
A study of the relationship between emotional intelligence, spiritual quo-
tient, self-efficacy and scolastic academic performance

Name - Dr Ketan Hatware
Institute - SPTM, Shirpur
Ph.D Title - 
Studies on Cerebroprotective Potential of Dimethyl Fumarate (DMF) Against
Ischemia and Reperfusion Induced Cerebral Injury in Wistar rats

Name - Dr Shreya Biswas
Institute - SAMSOE
Ph.D Title - 
Essay on Director Interlocks and Board Homopluly

Name - Dr Priya Shah
Institute - JCCL
Ph.D Title - 
Judicial Process in India: A Critical Analysis with Special reference to Public
Interest Litigations
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UPGCM - First self-financing institute in India to se-
cure an ‘A’ in its first cycle of NAAC

Shri Vile Parle Kelavani Mandal’s Usha Pravin
Gandhi College of Management has grown in
leaps and bounds in terms of student strength,
courses, subjects offered and facilities. The col-
lege had an opportunity to validate its standard
and class through the National Assessment and
Accreditation Council, an autonomous institu-
tion of University Grants Commission, in De-
cember, 2016. The College with equipoise and

confidence decided to ascertain its standard
and class and underwent the accreditation
process by National Assessment and Accredita-
tion Council (NAAC) and was conferred “A”
Grade in January, 2017. UPGCM is the first col-
lege in SVKM family and the first self-financing
institute in India to be accredited by NAAC with
‘A’ Grade in its First Cycle. 

Members of SVKM and NAAC Committee along with UPGCM Principal, Dr Anju Kapoor 

C o n q u e s t s

NMIMS Hyderabad Gets the Much Sought-after
AMBA Accreditation

Artist Impression of NMIMS, Hyderabad, 

Jadcherla Campus

The Association of MBAs (AMBA) is a global organ-
isation founded in 1967 which focuses primarily on
international business school accreditation and
membership. It accredits MBA, MBM and DBA de-
gree programmes. When a school applies for ac-
creditation for its MBA programmes, AMBA
requires that the entire portfolio of MBA pro-
grammes be put up for consideration and the
school is accredited only if all programmes meet
its criteria. NMIMS Hyderabad has secured the
coveted International Accreditation for its man-
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NMIMS SBM Wins Awards Wins Awards Back to
Back!

NMIMS SAMSOE Shines at the 9th DNA Innovative
Education Awards for Best Emerging Institute  

Dr Amita Vaidya Receiving the Award from Mr

Akila Viraj Kariyawasam (MP), Hon. Minister of

Education, Sri Lanka.

The DNA Innovative Education Awards are pre-
sented in recognition of leadership, development,
innovation and industry interface of Business
school. Sarla Anil Modi School of Economics won
the ‘Best Emerging Institute’ award at the 9th Inno-
vative Education Awards ceremony held on 18 Feb-
ruary 2017 by STAR Group and DNA at Taj Lands’
End, Mumbai. Prof Amita Vaidya, Associate Dean,
received the award on behalf of Sarla Anil Modi
School of Economics from Mr. Akila Viraj
Kariyawasam (MP), Hon. Minister of Education, Sri
Lanka.

agement programs from the Association of
MBAs (AMBA), UK. So far, there are only 11 B-
schools in India to have an AMBA Accreditation
and only 219 the world over. NMIMS Hyderabad
is glad to be a part of this elite group. We are

also the first B-school in India to be AMBA Ac-
credited within 5 years since its inception. We
are extremely proud of our achievements and
will continue to live up to our name and the
high standards that we have set. 

The South Asian

Business Award 

The South Asian Business Award is de-
signed to recognise the prestige of the
outstanding companies, organizations,
and leaders in South Asian Region
business world. Bombay Management
Association every year presents differ-
ent awards in order to encourage the
management movement. BMA has a
special Committee for the Awards Cer-

emony. SBM was awarded South Asia’s
Best Institute at the South Asia Part-
nership Summit Business Awards
hosted by World HRD Congress & en-
dorsed by Asian Confederation of
Business. NMIMS SBM also won the
Best Management School Award by
the Bombay Management Association. 

Members of SBM Receiving Best Management School Award from Bombay Manage-

ment Association
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T h e  B i g  H i t t e r s
Yaashvi Shah of BSSA Ranks 5th in 17th Asian Roller

Skating Championship International Ladies Solo
Dance Competition (Roller Skates) 

Yaashvi Shah of BSSA 

Asian Roller Sports Championship is one of the biggest event in
Asian Region for Roller Sport, it started in 1985, it is held every
2 years. The Confederation of Asia Roller Sports (CARS) is the
main roller skating organization of Asia. The CARS is part of the
International Roller Sports Federation, or FIRS. Yaashvi Shah,
First Year Student at BSSA ranked 5th in the 17th Asian Roller
Skating Championship Solo Dance Competition organised by
Confederation of Asian Roller Sports (CARS). 
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Kashmira Ghag Wins Gold Medal in Jeet Kune Do
and Makes GPP Proud! 

Jeet kune do is a martial art created by Bruce
Lee during the 1960s. While it has been in prac-
tice in India since 25 years, it is only recently
that Jeet Kune Do has started gaining recogni-
tion as a martial art in India. Kashmira Ghag
from GPP High School won a Gold Medal in Jeet

Kune Do at the DSO (District Sports Office) tour-
nament and a Silver Medal at the MSSA (Mum-
bai School Sports Association) tournament. She
also won a Gold Medal in Taekwondo at the
State Level Competition. 

The Trustees along with the Principal and the Vice Principal, Felicitating Kashmira Ghag (4th from Left) at

GPP High School for her Achievements
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Manya Avlani Wins Bad-
minton Tournament at

MSSA

Manya Avlani, Badminton Player, CNMS
MSSA i.e. the Mumbai School Sports Association
was founded to foster Physical Fitness and disci-
pline through active sports competitions across
schools. Manya Avlani of CNMS won the Bad-
minton Tournament organised by MSSA. She has
been winning badminton tournaments at numer-
ous levels consistently!

Poorti Purohit Wins Gold
Medal in Basketball,

Makes Mithibai Proud! 

Poorti Purohit

Maharashta State Basketball Championship was
held in Parbhani District wherein numerous bas-
ketball teams from across Maharashtra partici-
pated. Poorti was a part of the Mumbai
University Basketball team. The team beat Shivaji
University, Sholapur to win the finals and conse-
quently the winner’s trophy!  

Rohan Samant Wins
West Zone and State
Level Tennis Tourna-

ments

Rohan Samant

Mr. Rohan Samant won the singles and doubles
title at the University of Mumbai Inter-colle-
giate Tennis Tournament 2016. He was member
of the runners up team at the all India inter
university west zone tennis tournament. He not
only won the West Zone at Bhopal but went on
to win the State Level from there. 
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Simran Kejriwal Wins
Bronze Medal at DSO,

Maharashtra 

Simran Kejriwal Holding One of Her Many Trophies! 

Simran Kejriwal from Mithibai is ranked 21st
amongst all tennis players in India and is the
1st ranker in Maharashtra. In the recently held
DSO (District School Office) tournament, she
stood proud with a Bronze Medal to her credit.
She was a part of team Maharashtra in this
tournament. 
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O f f - B e a t
Divatia Ni Haveli

31

The purpose of studying his haveli in the ‘off-beat’ section is the fact that the Haveli carries a
legacy of history through its architecture, its mood resonates of the quintessential antiquity that
has been embedded within its bricks and walls. Standing strong since 1835, it gives us a glimpse
into the culture, practices, tradition and bonding of not just the lineage of the Divatia’s but also
of a part of India, of the Gujarati and the Maratha communities and of the lanes of Ahmedabad
in times long past. So, let ’s delve deep into the chronicles of history through the Haveli!
The haveli was built by the great-great grandfather of Shri Sunandan Divatiaji, Shri Chhotabhai

Bappabhai in 1835. At the time the Haveli was constructed, members of the same caste lived in
a singular lane. Lakha Patel ni Pol, the place where the haveli is located was no different. Thereby,
the home is a strong reflection of the bygones of the Gujarati sub-sect and the Marathas that
resided here. It has been through numerous situations of political unrest and hence, an escape
door has been constructed towards the other end of the bungalow. The place is well-equipped
with a tank that harvests rain-water, two wells in its backyard. Back in its day, it was the tallest
structure in all of Ahmedabad complete with a Raavthi (terrace) which served as a vantage ob-
servation point and was later used to enjoy flying kites. The Raavthi was lost in the 2001 earth-
quake that hit Gujarat. As of today, the house is used for marriages, family gatherings and
festivals. It has housed 5 generations of Divatias and is still a fairly equipped house. The entire
haveli is connected to the Chowk. The chowk used to be a place of family gathering and prattle
back in its glory days. It is still a very strong base that holds fort for the whole 2 floors of the

The Haveli in its full glory (L to R): A shot of the haveli from the outside, a wooden staircase leading to the

2nd floor and the terrace, an antique swing in the verandah 
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The Chowk’s View from the Top 

haveli.  In fact, the entire house gets
water supply from the water tank stored
beneath the chowk. This tank is used for
water harvesting. This over a century
old Haveli has been a fascination for his-
torians, journalists and architects alike.
It has therefore been covered by numer-
ous Gujarati newspapers such as Mad-
hyama, gujarati samachar plus etc.
These newspapers give a detailed ac-
count of how Chhotabhai Bappabhai
back in 1835 was involved in the con-
struction and division of the haveli. He
was very fond of beautiful and elaborate
buildings. They also give a detailed ac-
count of the intricate artwork done by
potters, painters and artists across the

Newspaper Coverage of  the Divetia House in Gujarati Samachar Plus! Left:The Speech Bubble Talks about

the Traditional Garba Celebrations in Lakha Patel Ni Pol at Ahemdabad, Right:  Intricate Kotarni Artwork on

one of the Walls of the House

walls, floorings and pillars. The Newspaper article tells us about the intricate artwork on the walls
of the Haveli. Kotharni and Nishkam are traditional skills that have been used on the walls and
pillars both inside as well as outside the haveli. In fact, the creator of the haveli, Sri Chhotabhai
Bappabhai was responsible for the removal of the Marathas who at that point in time unfairly
ruled Ahemdabad. He joined hands with the British in order to get rid of the Marathas. The entire

heritage indeed makes for an interesting history! The above information and pictures have been
kindly lent to us by Shri Sunandan Divatia. We are deeply thankful to him for furnishing us with
such fine details. 
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D o w n  t h e  M e m o r y  L a n e
Decade Three - Headed to Glory!
1951 – The Bombay Public Trust Act (1950) came into force during this year. As a result of which

societies that had been registered under the Society’s Registration Act 1860 were also required

to register under the Bombay Public Trust Act as charitable trusts. SVKM also registered under

this act in-keeping with the law. 

1954 – A portion of Goklibai School was handed over to the BMC to run a pre-primary school

which until today runs as the Manilal Vadilal Prathmik Shala

1956 - Shishu Vihar School was established

Old Building of MVNPP and Shishu Vihar
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New Building of MVNP and Shishu Vihar
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1959 - SVKM Completed 25 Glorious Years!

1961 - Mithibai College was established in this year. An ashram by the name of Matushri Mithibai

Balashram was owned by the quintessential and popular Kapoor family of Bollywood. They later

sold off the plot of land and the money that was gained from the sale was donated to SVKM. It

was on this plot that Mithibai College was constructed under the Balashram’s namesake.  

Old Building of Mithibai College
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New Building of Mithibai College
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Shri Jagmohandas Jekisondas Kapadia was the third president after Shri Bhagwandas Girijashankar

Bhatt and Shri Shiv Jibhai Dharamshi Shethia. Goklibai was a well-established and a full-fledged

school by the time he came to power. He has tirelessly served as the president for 9 long years

from the year 1939 to the year 1948. SVKM has gone through a lot of ups and downs during his

tenure sometimes running into trouble with the government, sometimes running losses and some-

times finding itself an unwitting victim of the freedom struggle. However, Goklibai High School

like the rest of the country was happy to be a part of independent India. Shri Jagmohandas Jek-

isondas Kapadia has managed to pull SVKM through during those tumultuous times and hence,

has contributed effectively to its standing and success today. 

President The Third!
Shri Jagmohandas Jekisondas Kapadia

P a s t  P r e s i d e n t s
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Goklibai’s First Principal
S t a r  P r i n c i p a l s  o f  t h e  P a s t !

Shri Jinabhai Desai

Shri Jinabhai Desai (16 April 1903 - 6 January 1991) was the founding principal of Rashtriya Shala

which is now Goklibai Poonamchand Pitamber High School from 1934 to 1937. While he has made

an astounding contribution towards the growth of the school, he is also a renowned author and

poet. He is a revered personality in the Gujarati Literature Circles. Goklibai wouldn’t be where it

is today without the contribution of Shri Jinabhai Desai. SVKM will forever be indebted to him for

his services. 
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Mithibai College – Winners of YUVA #TAG Sports

Overall 

UPGCM – Winners of YUVA #TAG Cultural Overall 

YUVA #TAG in Pictures!

A Singing Performance in

Progress for a Competition 

An Aerial Performance

for YUVA #TAG

A Band Performing Live for a Competition in the

Music Category

A Women’s Basketball Match in Progress A Men’s Volleyball Match in Progress
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NMIMS MPSTME, Shirpur
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